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HARTINGTON NETHER QUARTER PARISH COUNCIL: MINUTES 

Mrs S Hampson 
Clerk 

Date:16th April 2025  

A Meeting of Hartington Nether Quarter Parish Council was held on 
14 April 2025 at 7.30pm, in Biggin Village Hall. 

Present: J Coles, S Lovatt, S Fletcher, W Andrews, M Heathcote and the clerk, S Hampson.  There were no members of 
the public in attendance.   

Part 1 non-confidential information 

25.4.1 Apologies and attendance register 
Apologies had been received in advance of the meeting from Mrs D Currington and the District Councillor, Mr D 
Chapman. 

25.4.2 Minutes of the previous meeting  
The minutes of the previous ordinary meeting had been displayed on the noticeboard, forwarded to the members and 
the parish council’s website, in advance of the meeting.   

Resolved:  To accept the minutes as a true record of proceedings.  These were duly signed by Mrs Coles. 

25.4.3 Matters arising and pre-meeting 
Items were covered by the agenda.  

25.4.4 Public Speaking Procedures Document 
The document was available in the meeting.  

25.4.5 Public speaking 
There was one member of the public in attendance for part of the meeting.  He wished to promote the village hall 
lottery and this is advertised on Biggin Community Face Book.  He thought the new village planters will be very 
successful but on the other hand, reported that the millennium tree planted adjacent to the Pinfold is failing to thrive 
and suggested moving it to the other side of the noticeboard together with a new post for the plaque.  He reported 
that the agenda had not been displayed on the website but the clerk confirmed it had been sent. He commented on 
the price of the new council’s laptop but had not appreciated that this included the cost of the lifetime software, 
antivirus software and VAT which will be reclaimed.  The chair-person confirmed that the cost had been approved by 
the parish council in advance of purchase.  He reported that the wooded benches may not require staining until 
autumn. He thought the restoration of the bench seats at Heathcote Mere was very well done. 

He had contacted Peak District National Pak Authority (PDNPA) Enforcement Team regarding Sycamore House.  He 
reported that the gates had been specifically mentioned and the doors, windows, roof had also been noted The parish 
council had previously reported issues to the Enforcement Team some time ago.    

25.4.6 District Councillor  
The District Councillor had forwarded apologies in advance of the meeting.  

25.4.7 Update on affordable homes 
There had been no further updates from an officer at Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) regarding the two 
affordable homes in Biggin.  The clerk had brought a brochure with details related to four affordable available in 
Hartington.  Qualifying residents from some neighbouring parishes can apply, including those from Hartington Nether 
Quarter.  The affordable properties at Hartington are being marketed at 35% below the District Valuer’s valuations. 

Resolved:  The clerk to seek a further update from DDDC regarding the affordable homes in Biggin. 

25.4.8 Heathcote Mere seats. 
The mowing contractor had kindly collected and fixed new stone tops to the seats at Heathcote Mere, donating his 
time and some materials.  The stone tops had been paid for by the parish council.  The members of the parish council 
were very grateful for the restoration works and the benches now look attractive once more. The clerk had contacted 
a local builders’ merchants and obtained some costs for sockets and posts which could be placed around the 
perimeter to prevent parking and damage to the perimeter verge.  The clerk had recently pointed out the ‘No parking’ 
signs to tourists who had disregarded the advisory signs. The use of stakes and boulders were discussed. 
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Resolved:  Mr Fletcher to supply some hard core and soil and to meet with the mowing contractor to ‘make good’ the 
damaged area. 

Resolved:  Mr Fletcher and Mr Heathcote to supply some boulders and place around the perimeter of Heathcote 
Mere, after restoration works have taken place.  This will prevent further parking damage. 

25.4.9 Village tree surgery work  
The appointed contractor had previously advised that work should commence in March but this had not taken place 
and the clerk had made further contact, in advance of the meeting, with the tree surgeon. 

25.4.10 Defibrillators 
The clerk had advised the enquirer from Pikehall that the telephone box does not actually lie within the boundary of 
Hartington Nether Quarter Parish (according to the boundary map) and that the parish council would, therefore, not 
be able to adopt the defibrillator.  A response had not been received. 

25.4.11 War Memorial Registration 
Mrs Lovatt advised that she had accompanied the resident dealing with the War Memorial registration to the Archive 
Records office where some useful information had been found suggesting a date of origin between 1919-1921.  
References to the War Memorial had been located in historic parish council minutes but nothing in old church 
information.  It is possible that original date and some information has been cemented over, during modifications to 
the War Memorial, over time.  The application to register the War Memorial as a listed monument has now been 
submitted. 

25.4.12 Planning applications, planning sub-committee, appeals and enforcement 
There was one new planning application (NP/DDD/0325/0252) concerning the change from holiday let to residential 
dwelling of a garage conversion on Main Street, Biggin.  Several enquiries had been submitted to the planning officer 
concerned, in advance of the meeting but whilst the officer concerned had responded, some answers had not been 
available in time for the meeting.  The members further discussed the application but without the benefit of the 
missing information, could not reach a definitive decision. 

Resolved:  To advise that the parish council has a preference for residential dwellings compared to holiday lets; 
however, this application must have a 106 local occupancy agreement, in perpetuity, never to be lifted and to await 
confirmation of previously requested information. 

25.4.13 Items of account, administration, salaries and HMRC, mowing contract, new slabs for Heathcote Mere seats 

Cq 1551Void 

Cq 1552 S Hampson    April clerk’s salary   £340.04 

Cq 1553 S Hampson    Annual premises allowance  £312.00 

Cq 1554 S Hampson    April internet provision   £17.00 

Cq 1555 S Hampson    Reimb. of expenses   £4.90 

Cq 1556 Shelter Maintenance Ltd  Bus shelters cleaning    £23.59 (£3.93) 

Cq 1557 Hartington Community Group   News and Views   £250.00 

Cq 1558 DALC     Annual subscription   £246.77  

The clerk is currently preparing the year end accounts and audit documentation.  

25.4.14 Highways, street lighting, flytipping, grit bin monitoring, dog fouling 
The clerk had reported 2 streetlights remain on during the day; one at Greenhead Crescent and one near the Waterloo 
Inn.  A further faulty street light on Main Street had been reported to Mrs Lovatt, with the lamp number supplied 

Resolved:  The clerk to report the Main Street faulty street lamp. 

Further reports of dog fouling had been given to some members of the parish council.  Members discussed further 
signage, authorised by Derbyshire Dales District Council (DDDC) as it is possible for £1,000 to be imposed on those 
deliberately not picking up after their dogs. 



 

 

 

pg. 3 

HARTINGTON NETHER QUARTER PARISH COUNCIL: MINUTES 

Mrs S Hampson 
Clerk 

Date:16th April 2025  

Resolved:  The clerk to request official vinyl dog fouling warning signs from DDDC.  If this is not possible, then 
consideration will be given to purchasing signs from a professional company. 

Pot holes were reported on Back Lane near the bridge leading to the A515.  Previously repaired potholes at Bone Mill, 
Liffs Road need to be redone already. 

Resolved:  The clerk to report the above potholes. 

25.4.16 Articles for News and Views 
Resolved: to place a further article about dog fouling, the restoration of Heathcote Mere seats and the intention to 
repair and reinstate the grass verge at Heathcote Mere. 

25.4.17 Correspondence, electronic communication and Biggin Community facebook 
This had been forwarded to members in advance and in addition to items already covered by agenda items included:  
DALC newsletters, DCC News, DALC training sessions, Rural Bulletins, wheeled bin documentation had been completed 
by the clerk before 31st March. Mr Fletcher had been asked about donating to the First Responders but was unsure 
which branch.  At present, Wetton First Responders are still visiting the council’s defibrillators, not an alternative First 
Responder group.  

It was reported that some children have been witnessed sitting on a container in the play area throwing stones.  There 
were some safety concerns here. 

Resolved:  The clerk to report the matter to the Playground Committee. 

25.4.18 Items for the next agenda 
Tree surgery work, affordable houses, internal audit, accounts, external audit documents, Heathcote Mere perimeter, 
First Responders; items required for the annual parish council meeting will be included. Additional items to be 
compiled by the clerk.  

25.4.18 Date of the next meeting 
Due to the bank holiday, the next meeting will be Monday, 12th May 2025.  This will be the parish annual meeting, 
followed by the annual parish council meeting. 

Apologies were received in advance of the May meeting, by Mrs Coles and Mrs Lovatt, due to annual leave 
commitments. 

Part 2 Confidential information 
There were no confidential items to discuss.  

The meeting was declared closed at 8.50 pm. 

©Hartington Nether Quarter Parish Council minutes remain draft until approved by the parish council at the next meeting   


